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| Ur Briziſh — . 5 which Tad * N 
＋ gued to January, has been ſuddenly aſſembled. 


The ſeſſion was opened on the 13th of this month. 
This extraordinary meaſure naturally called the at- 
tention, of enen to 1 its cauſe an! its conſe- 
quences... At; is, my duty not to leave the National 
Saugen, ignorant of what, 1 have. been able to 


diſcoyer. A little after the immortal day of the 
uy > OO. 10th 


* 


* rr 


Sr Tee 


W 
roth of Auguſt, and the change * upon char 


occaſion in the form of our government, the Engliſh 


_ miniſtry were pleaſed to put a ſtop: to all. official com- 


* 1 81 


munication with us, and vo recal their ambaſſador; 
either hecauſe they were perſuaded that the days of 


counter-revolution and of our ſlavery were. near, of 


ſolely, as the illuſtrious orator of the oppoſition (Mr. 
Fox) ingenioully faid, on the | firſt day of the ſeſſion, 
becauſe they thought it unbecoming and unworthy of. 
the royal majeſty of Britain, to bave a repreſentative 
to an executive council, the members of which had 
not been anointed from the ſacred phial at the grand- 
altar of Rheims. Whatever be the cauſe, the pro- 
viſional executive council did not think proper to fol- 
low the ſame procedure they continued to keep at 
London, a miniſter of the, French Republic, whom 
they charged to ſeize every occafion to aſſure the Eng- 
Eſh nation, notwithſtanding the ill humour of their 
government, that the French people Neſired moſt ar- 
dently to merit their eſteem, and to preſerve that good 
underſtanding and friendſhip, which —— ever to 
unite two free and generous nations. 
4 The National Convention have 5 upon 
different occaſions, ſtriking teſtimonies of the re- 
ciprocity of theſe good diſpofitions, and of the 
fincere intereſt which. the Engliſh people take in 
the ſucceſs of our wok, and the Sn of French 
deny. | 
% But theſe ſame lorious events produced a very 
different effect on the miniſtry of St. James's. In 
2 mort time, fear, or jealouſy of our victorles; the 
| Colicitations of our baſe rebels; he wie intrignes 'of 


hoſtile 


2 


1 5 
5 
* 
* * 


* 


1 


| bofifle courts ; and a ſecret umbrage inſpired by the 


numerous addreſſes of felicitation which came to us 
from all parts of England; determined them to adopt 


military preparations leſs ambiguous, and eee to 


aſſemble parliament. 

_. £ The National Convention will ſee by the Kine 8 
ſpeech, of which I fubjoin a tranſlation, that the 
hoſtile meaſures, which are chiefly and oſtenſibly 
directed to oppoſe the popular ferment which has 
for ſome time diſcovered itſelf in England, are like- 
wiſe, to a certain degree, intended againſt France, as 


ſeveral accuſations are threwn out, of which we Y 
cannot miſtake the application, notwithſtanding the 


vague. manner in which they are preſented. When 
the moment ſhall come to reply to thoſe accuſations, 
it will be eaſy for the French government fully to 
zuſtify itſelf, It will not fear to appeal to the judg- 
ment of all Europe to the teſtimony of Pitt himſelf, 


It will then be ſeen WhO ought really to be accuſed of : 
having ſown, by corrupting gold, I commotion, 


and diſorder. 

& Truly if the agents, even thoſe not acknowleds. 
* by their court, whom we keep in England, could 
have been really ſuſpected of thoſe arts which are only 


employed by weak minds—if their conduct had not 


always been circumſpeRt and loyal, can it be believ- 


ed that the members of the Engliſh miniſtry would 
have deſired to ſee them confidentially, to commu- 
nicate with en ba . them ſecret eigen: 


Re” 


Convention gay appoint, * details of thoſe 


ferences, of the complaints, the objeQions, the an- 


$2 


* . 
- n 


=_ the offers, and- ST which have been 
made on both fides the. inſtructions which have 
been given to our agents in theſe delicate eircumſtan- 


ces and laſtly, the ſlate of the armaments which" have 


been ordered. nn * — Pt LE $88 


«© From this ſtatement it will) appear 'tHat' theſe ar- 
maments,” as yet, need not alarm us, ſince they amount 
only 1 to four ſhips of the line more than the eſtabliſſi- 
ment of former years; ſince, of the 16 ſhips which 
are in a ſtate to act, there are at leaſt ten known by 


the name; of guard-ſhips, the oldeſt and worſt of the 


Engliſh navy: Finally, ſince the King has declared, 
that the armatnent will not be attended with any 
additional taxes, and will be defrayed by the funds 
deſtined for the annual reduction of the national debt. 


It will likewiſe appear that the grievances which 


ſerve as a pretext for theſe armaments, may be reduced 
to three heads, namely, 


J. The opening of the Scheidt! Fo 
: « II. Your decree of 19th November. 


% III. The intentions ene to the French Re- 8 
public reſpect ing Hollands Gives ft 1 


& An anſwer: was given to the firſt point, by WW: 


guments founded on the rights of nature, on the 


rights of nations, and on the principles of juſtice and 


liberty, which, the French nation has conſecra- 
ted, and the full and entire enjoyment of which it 


could not refuſe to the Belgians. It was replied, that 


* treaties extorted by avarice, and conſented to by deſ- 
potiſm, could not bind the Belgians, reſtored to free- 


dom 0 a met e was anne by that filence 


[2343 4 


* , * 

5 een Which 
7 * 
% 11 1 


— 


c 7 1 ey, 
which England itſelf obſerved in 178 5, when the ſame 
queſtion was hoſtilely agitated by Joſeph Il. 
To the ſecond complaint an anſwer was given by 
the frank explanation of the real intentions which ani- 
mated the National Convention, when they paſſed 
that beneficent decree. There are two very diſtinct 
caſes in which this decree may find its application, 
eirher towards the people who are under the dominion 
of thoſe powers with whom we are at war, or with 
reſpect to countries governed by powers abſolutely | 
neutral. In theſe there can be no diffculty; in the 
firſt caſe, the decree finds its application in a direct 
manner, and in the utmoſt extent; and no foreign 
power whatever can find fault with it. In the 
ſecond caſe it is clear, that the intention 10 the Na- 
tional Convention was never to engage themſelves 
to make the cauſe of a few foreign individuals the 
cauſe of the whole French nation; but when a people 
ſubjected to a deſpot ſhall have the courage to break” 
their chains; when this people, reſtored to liberty, 
Mall have conſtituted themſelves i in ſuch a manner as 
to clearly manifeſt the expreſſion of the general will ; 
and when this general will ſhall call to its aſſiſtance the 
fraternity of the French nation; it is then that the de- 
cree of November 19 naturally finds its application, 
and we doubt whether it can appear ſtrange to any one, 
It is then that we give to a nation newly made free, a 
ſupport which we ourſelves would have deſired, and 
which, perhaps, we ſhould have a right to expect from 
3 free nation. To this general anſwer, an ob- 
ſervation was added, which relates more particularly to 
the r BOS thrown out againſt us in reſpe& to Hol- 
land 


b . 
land—it was, that it is much to be deſired, that the 
Britiſh miniſtry had never interfered with the internal 
government of that Republic, which they have affiſted | 
to fubjugare, and with which | we Horſelrer do not wiſh. 
to interfere. 

«© In ſhort, citizen preſident, I have charged the 
miniſter of the French Republic at London, to demand 
2 new conference with Lord Grenville, who has the 
department of foreign affairs ; and, after reminding 

him of the futility of all the complaints againſt us, I 
then haye authoriſed him to declare, in the name of 
the French, Republic, that if, contrary to expectation, 
ES intention of the miniſtry of St. James's, be to oc- 
- CEafion 4 ruptpre at any rate; as we ſhall have exhauſted 
all the explanations neceſſary for demonſtrating the 
purity of our views, and our reſpect for the indepen- 
dence of other powers; as it will be evident that this 
war is only a war of the Britiſh miniſtry alone againk 
us, we ſhall not fail to make a ſole mn appeal to the 
Engliſh nation ; that we ſhall refer to the tribunal of 
its juſtice and generoſity, the examination of a cauſe, 
in which a great nation will be ſeen ſupporting” the 
rights of nature, of juſtice, of liberty, and of equality, 
againſt a miniſtry who will have created this ene : 
only from motives of pure perſonal convenience ; that, 
in fine, we will conſtitute the Engliſh nation the ideas 
between us and them; and thus the examination of 


this proceſs may lead to conſequences which the Britiſh * 
miniſtry have not foreſeen. _ 


| WY expect the reſult of election i : 1 1 will 


take the earlieſt opportunity of nn, it to 
ee Convention.“ nes 
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or THE RIGHT HON. LORD GRENVILLE, . ; 


* g 


10 THE 


PRECEDING e . 


. 


Whitehall, Dec. 31, 1792. 
cc Tt HAVE received, Sir, from you a Note, i in which, 
ſtilling yourſelf Miniſter Plenipotentiary of France 5 
you communicate to me, as the King's Secretary of . 
State, the Inſtructions which you ſtate to have your- | 

ſelf received from the Executive Council of the French 
Republic. Lou are not ignorant, that fince the un- 

| happy events of the roth of Auguſt, the KinG has K 
thought proper to ſuſpend all Official Communication 5 
with France. Vou are yourſelf no otherwiſe accredited 
to the KinG, than in the name of His Mosr Crurts- XR 
Tian MajesTY. The propoſition of receiving a 
Miniſter. accredited by any other authority or power . 
in France, would be a new queſtion, which, whenever 
It occurred, the Kino would have the right to decide 
according to the intereſts of his Subjects, his own. . 
Dignity, and the regard which he owes to his Allies, 
and to the general ſyſtem of Europe. [ am therefore 
to imform. you, Sir, in expreſs and formal terms, that. | 

I acknowledge you in no other public chracter than | 
that of Miniſter from Hrs MOSr CnzisTIAN Mas-, . 
JESTY, and that conſequently you cannot be admitted, 


to treat with the KI Gs Miniſters, in tlie quality, and 
under the form ſtated i in your Note. 


G 1 1 
; « But obſerving that you | have entered into Expla- 
nations of ſome of the circumſtances which have given 
to England ſuch ſtrong grounds o of uneaſineſs and j Jea= 
_ Jouſy, and that you ſpeak of theſe Explanations | as be- 
ing of a nature to bring our two Countires nearer, I 
have been unwilling to convey to you che notification ö 
ſtated above, without at the fame time explaining my- 
elf clearly and diſtinctly on the ſubject of what you 
' have communicated to me, though under a form which 
| is neither regular nor official. 


72 


6 "Your Explanations are confined 1 to three piont > 


. The firſt. is that of. the Decree: of, the National 
Convention of the 19th. of November, in the expreſſions 
of which all England ſaw the formal declaration of a 
defign to extend univerſally the new. principles of 
Government adopted in France, and to encourage diſor- 
dor and revolt in all Countries, even in thoſe which are 
neutral. If chis interpretation, which you repreſent 
as injurious to the Convention, could admit of any 
doubt, it is but too well juſtified by che conduct of the 
Convention itſelf. And the application of theſe prin. 
ciples to the Kinc's Dominions, has been ſhewn 
unequivocally, by the public reception given to the 
Promoters of Sedition in this Country, and by the 
ſpeeches made to them preciſely at the time of this 
Deeree, and ſince on ſeveral different occaſions. 
98 « Yet, notwithſtanding all theſe, proofs, ſupported 
by other circumſtances which are but too notorious, 
it would heve been with pleaſure that we ſhould have 
ſeen here ſuch explanations, and ſuch a conduct, as 
would have ſatisfied the Dignity and Honour of England 
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ͤ ̈ù 1 
with reſpect to what has already paſſed, and would have 
offered a ſufficient ſecurity in future for the main- 
tenance of that reſpect towards the Rights, the 
Government, and the Tranquillity of Neutral Powers, 

which they have on every account the right to expect. 
Neither this ſatisfaction, nor this ſecurity, is found 
in the terms of an Explanation which ſtill declares to 
the Promoters of Sedition in every Country, what are 
the caſes in which they may count heforehand on the ſup- 
port and ſuccour of France; and which reſerves to that 
Country the right of mixing herſelf in our internal af- 
fairs; whenever ſhe ſhall judge it proper; and on prin- 
ciples incompatible with the political inſtitutions of all 
the Countries of Europe. No one can avoid pereeiv- 
ing how much à declaration like this is e aleulated to 
encourage diſorder and revolt in every Country. No 
one can be ignorant how contrary it is to the reſpect 
| wetiich is reciprocally due from Independent Nations, 
nor how repugnant to thoſe principles which tlie Kino 
has followed, on his part, by abſtaining at all times 
from any interference whatever in the internal affairs 
of France. And this contraſt is alone ſufficient to'ſhew, 
not only that England cannot conſider ſuch an explana- | 
tion as ſatisfactory, but ſhe mult look upon it as a freſh 


avowal of thoſe diſpoſitions which ſhe Ow wine fo Jaſt 
an uneaſineſs and jealouſy. 


«wt 


] proceed to the two other points of 0 TY 
ak concern the general diſpoſitions of Frante 
with regard to the Allies of Great Britain, and the con- 
duct of the Convention and its Officers relative to tlie 
Scbeldt. The Declaration which you there make, 
that France will not attack Holland ſo long as that 
q Power ſhall obſerve an exact Neutrality,“ is con- 


ceived 


t 12 1 
ceived nearly in the ſame terms with that which you 
was. charged to make in the name of His Mosr 
CrnrisTian MAjESs TV in the month of June laſt. 
Since that firſt Declaration was made, an Officer, 8 
himſelf to be employed in the ſervice of France, has 
openly violated both the Territory and the Neutrality 
of the REPUBLIC,-in going up the Scheldt, to attack the 
Citadel of Antwerp, notwithſtanding the determination 
of the Government not to grant this Paſſage, and the 
formal Proteſt by which they oppoſed it. Since the 
ſame Declaration was made, the Convention has thought 
, .Infelf authoriſed to annul the Rights of the Republic, 
exerciſed within the limits of its own Territory, and 
enjoyed by virtue of the ſame Treaties by which her 
Independence is ſecured. And at the very moment 
when, under the name of an amicable Explanation, 
you renew to me in the ſame terms the promiſe of re- 
ſpecting the Independence and the Rights of England 
and her Allies, you announce to me, that thoſe in whoſe 
name you ſpeak, intend to maintain theſe. open and 
injurious aggreſſions. ES 
It is not certainly on ſuch a "OR as this, 
that. any; reliance can be un for the continuance of 
public Tranquillity, - Es OS 
„ But I am unwilling to 3 nk a more par- 
. ticular reply, what you ſay on the ſubject of the Scheldt. 

If it were true that this queſtion: is in itſelf of little im- 
portance, this would only ſerve to prove more clearly, 
. . that it was brought forward only for the purpoſe of in- 
ſulting the Allies of England, by the infraction of their 
Neutrality, and by the violation of their Rights, which 
the F aith of Treaties . us to e But you 
n © © cannot 


dy the. conſent of all the Powers This Government, 


F 5 
cannot be ignorant, that here the utmoſt i mportanee ix 
attached to thoſe principles which France wiſhes to 
eſtabliſh by this proceeding, and to thoſe conſequenees 
Which would naturally reſult from them; and that not 
only thoſe principles, and thoſe conſequences, will 
never be admitted by England, but that ſhe is, and ever 
will be, ready to oppoſe them with all her force. 
e France can have no right to annul the ſtipulation 
relative to the Scheldt, unleſs ſhe have alſo the right to 
ſet aſide equally all the other Treaties between all the 
Powers of Europe, and all the other Rights of England, 
or of her Allies. She can even have no pretence to 
interfere in the queſtion of opening the Scheldr,- unleſs 
ſhe were the Sovereign of the Loro Cue nn 

the right to dictate Laws to all Europe 
« England never will conſent that France ſhall as 
gate the power of annulling at her pleaſure, and undet 
the pretence of a pretended natural right, of which ſhe 
makes herſelf the only judge, the Political Syſtem'vF- 
Europe, eſtabliſhed by ſolemn Treaties, and 'guaranteed; 


adhering to the maxims whiehoit has followed for more 
than a Century, will, alſornever ſee with indifference; 
chat France ſhall make qherſelf, either directly or in- 
directly, Sovereign of the Low Countries, or general 
Arbitreſs of the Rights and Liberties of Europe. If 
France is really dcfirous of maintaining friendſhip and 
peace with England, ſhe muſt ſhew herſelf diſpoſed to 
renounce her views of aggreſſion and aggrandizement, 
and to confine herſelf within her own Territory, 
without inſulting other Governments, without diſturb- 
ing their n without violating their Rights. 


66 With 


n 
With reſpect to that character of ill- will which is 
| des be found in the conduct of England to- 


wards France, I cannot difcuſs it, beeauſe you ſpeak of 


it in general terms only, without alledging a ſingle 


fact. All Europe has ſeen the juſtice and the generoſity 


whiell have characterized the conduct of the KING: 
His MayzesTY has always been deſirous of Peace: He 
defires it {til} but ſuch as may be real, and ſolid, and 
conſiſtent with the Intereſts and Dignity of his own 
Dominions, and with the general ſecurity of Europe. 
On the reſt of your paper, I ſay nothing. As to 
what relates to me and to my Colleagues, the KI xc's 
Miniſters: owe to His MAJEST Y the account of their 
conduct; and I have no anſwer to give to you on this 
ſubject, any more than on that of the Appeal which 
vou propoſe to make to the Engliſh Nation. This 
Nation, according to that Conſtitution by which its 
Liberty and its Proſperity are ſecured, and which it 
will always be able to defend againſt every attack, di- 
rect; or indirect, will never have with Foreign Powers 


connection or correſpondence, except through the organ 


ef its KN OG; of a KiWolwhom it loves and reveres, 
and who has never for aminſtant ſeparated his Rights, 
his Intereſts, and his Happineſs» from the an the 
Intereſts, and the 9 — his 3 x” 18 
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e Day is Publiſhed, Printea for Rauen Ring, 


1. The MANIFEST 10S of the DUKE of BRUNSWICK 
GENERAL BURGOYNE, EMPEROR of GERMANY, and 
the KING of PRUSSIA, to which is added The ROYAL PRO- 


CLAMATION, PRAYER on the KING's RECOVERY, and 4 
E RST's CHARGE to the} GRAND INQUEST, 1 
Michelmas Terth. 15. 64 | L 
2. The SPEECH of KERSAINT, hn the FRENCH CON- 4 
VENTION, on a WAR with ENGLAND. 34 or 100 203. $ 
3- Mr. FOX's SPEECH at the 2 g of Parliament. 3d. or 7 
100 205. SF, | J 
4” Mr. FOX's SPEECH on a WAR with FRANCE. 24. or 1 

105 125. 15 1 


5. Mr. FOX's SPEECH at the WHIG cru... 2d. & 16G. 


Fong Mr. Fox SPEECH on the ALIEN BILL, 34 or 100 
| 205 


7: The SPEECH of the Hon. THOMAS ERSKINE, at 3 
Mezting of Friends to the Liberty of the Preſs, with the Reſolutions ; 
of that truly Patriotic Body, which were ſo much reprobated in the 
Houſe of Commons, by that ILLUSTRIOUS would-be SECRE- 
TARY AT WAR, LORD MULGRAVE. 34. or 100 206. 


8. Mr. PAINE'S TRIAL, with Mr. ERSKINE's n at 
Full Length. 64. or 100 30s. 5 
9. MORE REASONS for a REFORM. in PARLIAMENT. 
In FOUR LETTERS. iſt, To the COMMITTEE for KN. 
1  QUIRING into IMPRISONMENT for DEBT. ad. IG MT, 
11 A "REEVES, CHAIRMAN of the PLACE and PENSION SLUB . 
13 3d. To THOMAS BULL from JOHN BULL. 4. To JUDGE* © 
ASHURST, on his CHARGE to the GRAND JURY. 3d. o 
100 205. x bh: 
10. ADDRESS from the FRIENDS of LIBERTY and PEACE 
in IRELAND. The Duke of Leinſter in the Chair. 3d. or 100 205. 


11. The ADDRESS of the UNITED IRTISHMEN of DUBLIN, 
to the FRIENDS of the PEOPLE in LONDON. 3d. or 100 204. 


12. JOHN BULL's ANSWER to THOMAS BULL. . 14. os | 
100 75. | | 


13. Mr. MARGORATT's LETTER to Mr. DUNDAS. 
ad. or 100 75. 


| . Mr. GRATTAN's SPEECH on the ABOLITION of 
THS. „ 5 8 
is. Mr. GRATTAN's.SPEECH at the Opening of the Iriſh 
Parliament, with the Authentic Papers from the 2 Iriſh Roman. 
| Sr ray the C TUT EN 
16 on the CONS TI ION of ENG- 
- LAND; By William White, Eſq. 18. 
17. FRUTH aud REASON againſt PLACE and PENSION. 18. 
17. CAPT. GAWLER's ACCOUNr of -U BT TURNED- 
6 ARMY. 34. or 100 208% 
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